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CHINA’S  LONG  SLEEP 

Until  within  a decade  the  educational  system 
of  the  Chinese  Empire  has  been  based  almost 
solely  upon  a classic  literature  thousands  of 
years  old.  The  Chinese  have  thought  not 
forwards,  but  backwards.  For  their  informa- 
tion concerning  so  vital  a subject  as  modern 
geography,  the  well-read  natives  of  the  interior 
have  depended  upon  Chinese  works  published 
more  than  a century  ago,  and  filled  with  millen- 
ium  old  ideas. 

The  Chinese  discovered  the  art  of  printing. 
Yet  when  Protestant  Christianity  was  introduced 
a century  ago  only  five  per  cent  of  the  men  and 
but  one  woman  in  a thousand  could  read  and 
write.  Up  to  five  years  ago  but  few  newspapers 
were  published  in  the  empire. 


'Machinery  has  not  been  introduced,  and  lit- 
tle use  has  been  made  of  animals.  Fields  are 
dug  by  hand,  and  burdens  are  carried  on  shoul- 
ders or  on  wheelbarrows.  Multitudes  of  the  peo- 
ple live  in  mud  huts  with  a living  scale  based  on 
an  income  of  from  two  to  four  cents  a day  each. 


A system  of  indescribable  suffering  and 
squalor  has  prevailed.  Of  this,  foot-binding  has 
been  a part.  When  a girl  became  four  or  five 
years  old  her  feet  were  bound  until  they  were 
crushed  out  of  shape,  and  during  this  slow  pro- 
cess of  torture  about  ten  per  cent  of  the  victims 
died.  Physical  disease  has  been  attributed  to 
some  evil  spirit  in  the  body,  and  religion  has  con- 
sisted in  a degrading  belief  in  spirits  and  in  at- 
tempts to  placate  the  evil  ones.  No  sense  of  the 
significance  of  hygienic  conditions  has  prevailed. 
$ewage  systems  and  uncontaminated  water  sup- 
’ies  have  been  practically  unknown. 


THE  GIANT’S  AROUSAL 


The  war  of  China  with  Japan,  resulting  in 
China’s  defeat,  the  Boxer  uprising  with  the  con- 
sequent humiliation  of  China,  and  the  results  of 
the  Russo-Japanese  War,  have  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  Chinese.  Furthermore,  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  the  distribution  of  Christian  litera- 
ture for  the  last  hundred  years,  and  the  work  of 
the  schools  and  hospitals  for  the  last  fifty  years 
have  been  potent  factors  in  bringing  about  a 
marked  awakening. 

By  royal  edict,  the  future  officials  of  the  Em- 
pire are  to  be  chosen  from  the  ranks  of  those  who 
have  been  trained  in  Western  learning. 

A decree  has  been  issued  from  Peking  exhort- 
ing parents  not  to  bind  their  daughters’  feet,  and 
stating  that  no  men  will  be  employed  by  the  Em- 
pire whose  wives  or  daughters  have  their  feet 
bound. 

The  throne  has  ordered  the  abolition  of  the 
use  of  opium  within  ten  years,  and  has  pre- 
scribed the  necessary  restriction  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  poppy. 

Viceroy  Chang  Chih-Tung  has  ordered  the 
New  Testament  to  be  introduced  into  all  the 
schools  in  his  provinces.  He  believes  that  the 
Bible  is  the  basis  of  Western  superiority,  and  so 
ought  to  be  studied  by  his  people.  This  measure 
affects  about  58,000,000  Chinese. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  proclamations  of 
recent  centuries  was  the  imperial  decree  issued  by 
the  Empress  Dowager  in  1 906,  advising  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Christian  Sabbath  as  a legal  holi- 
day by  the  437,000,000  of  her  Chinese  subjects. 


SOME  INTERESTING  HISTORY 

In  1807  Canton  was  the  only  place  in  China 
where  foreigners  could  reside.  Now  all  the  coun- 
try is  open  to  missionaries. 

In  1807  Robert  Morrison,  the  first  Protestant 
missionary,  reached  Canton,  China.  Eleven 
years  later  he  published  the  entire  Bible  in 
Chinese. 

In  1834  Medical  work  began  its  beneficent 
career  which  has  never  been  discontinued.  In 
1 904  there  were  3 1 8 missionary  hospitals  or  dis- 
pensaries in  the  Empire. 

China’s  war  with  England  in  1842  opened 
five  ports  to  traders  and  missionaries. 

In  1 860  foreigners  were  given  passports  to 
travel  in  all  parts  of  China  and  freedom  of  con- 
science was  granted  the  natives,  with  a guarantee 
of  protection  in  the  exercise  of  their  faith. 

In  1 895  900  cities  in  China  were  closed  to 
missionaries  and  five  whole  provinces  were  with- 
out a missionary.  Today  all  provinces  have  sta- 
tions and  all  cities  are  open  to  Christian  teachers. 

In  1 900  1 89  foreigners  and  1 0,000  native 
Protestant  Christians  were  murdered  by  Boxers 
and  many  buildings  were  destroyed.  Today 
all  the  old  stations  are  occupied,  better  build- 
ings have  been  erected,  and  a greater  spirit  of 
unity  prevails  among  Christians  of  different  de- 
nominations. In  1905  there  were  3,107  Protes- 
tant missionaries,  8,313  native  helpers,  a mem- 
bership of  131,404,  and  50,588  scholars  in 
educational  institutions.  Our  own  church  has 
rebuilt  all  property  destroyed  in  1 900  and  has  a 
larger  membership  in  North  China  than  before 
ihe  Boxer  outbreak. 


THE  EVANGEL’S  OPPORTUNITY 

The  desire  for  Western  learning  is  increasing 
so  rapidly  throughout  the  empire  that  our  schools 
of  both  elementary  and  higher  grades  are  full, 
and  everywhere  applicants  have  to  be  refused 
because  of  lack  of  room  and  of  teachers. 

If  10,000  persons  came  to  your  door  every 
year  asking  a favor  and  you  were  able  to  do  them 
a kindness,  that  would  correspond  to  the  work  of 
a single  Methodist  Dispensary  in  China;  and  if 
during  the  year  500  who  were  sick  and  suffering 
were  cared  for,  it  would  correspond  to  the  work 
of  a single  Hospital.  Such  relief  for  suffering  is 
wrought  by  our  Hospitals  and  Dispensaries  in 
every  one  of  the  six  Missions. 

Great  revivals  during  the  last  year  in  colleges 
and  churches  betoken  an  opportunity  unexampled 
perhaps  since  the  days  of  the  Reformation. 

The  Boxer  uprising  and  the  thousands  of  na- 
tive Christians  who  were  true  to  their  faith  even 
to  martyrdom  have  served  to  strengthen  the  na- 
tive church. 

Young  men  in  Chinese  colleges  are  voluntarily 
organizing  themselves  into  Student  Volunteer 
Bands,  by  way  of  consecrating  their  lives  to  the 
redemption  of  China.  Within  the  last  two  years, 
125  students  of  Peking  University  have  thus 
declared  their  purpose  to  enter  the  Christian 
ministry. 

Two  thirds  of  the  places  in  one  Conference 
where  our  Church  has  already  opened  work  had 
to  be  left  at  Conference  time  “to  be  supplied’’ 
because  there  were  not  sufficient  preachers  to  care 
for  the  work.  Out  of  1 00,000,000  people 
within  the  bounds  of  one  Conference,  not  more 
than  one  in  ten  has  yet  heard  the  gospel. 


OPPORTUNE  INVESTMENTS 


Our  missionaries  are  now  facing  an  oppor- 
tunity so  great  as  to  stagger  comprehension.  Yet 
their  numbers  are  few.  More  missionaries 
should  be  sent,  more  Chinese  evangelists  pro- 
vided for,  more  schools  started,  more  hospitals 
opened,  more  literature  spread  abroad.  By 
doubling  the  number  of  missionaries  and  duplicat- 
ing the  present  equipment,  our  missionaries  as- 
sure us  that  our  church  membership  in  the  Chi- 
nese Empire  can  be  more  than  doubled  within  a 
quadrennium. 

$2  will  send  a boy  or  girl  to  a Special  Gift 
Day  School  one  year. 

$40  will  keep  a student  in  a Boarding  School, 
College,  or  Theological  School  a year. 

$40  to  $120  will  support  a preacher  for  a 


year. 

$250  with  native  gifts  will  secure  a church 
worth  $500  to  $1,500. 

$5,000  to  $1  0,000  will  start  a hospital. 

$10,000  to  $20,000  will  extend  the  work 
into  a new  province  of  20,000,000  or  more 
inhabitants. 

Published  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  First  edition  of 
50,000  printed  in  January,  1907;  second  edition 
of  50,000  printed  in  March,  1907. 

Sample  copies  free.  Price  of  this  leaflet,  40 
cents  per  100;  100  of  each  of  the  series,  $1.50. 
Orders  should  be  sent  to  the  Open  Door  Com- 
mission, 150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


